
 

 

make this a really big, and 

memorable evening. 
 

 Yes my brothers, I am really 
excited about the ensuing year 

and these are my goals. I hope 
all of you will join me in my ex-

citement to attain these goals. 
 

In closing, I would like for each 
and every one of you to ask your-

selves (I know I have asked this 
question before, and I will ask it 

again) what came YOU here to 
do, and what can I do to make 

Grove Lodge better. Together 
letõs make being a Mason a 

most enjoyable experience.  

 
Faithfully and Fraternally, 

Bob Anselmo  

Worshipful Master 

 
PS. Donõt forget our picnic on 

Aug 15 at noon at Patriots Park 
 

Do you remember why you joined 

our elite Fraternity? Why the Ma-
sons, why not the Moose, the Elks 

or any other organization. Those 
organizations do good things. 

Why Masonry?  Maybe itõs be-
cause it is the oldest fraternity, 

rich with history, and mystery. I 

always wondered about the 
square and compasses and the 

letter G - what did they mean? In 
the Army I saw quite a few guys 

wearing rings or lapel pins. After 
12 years I finally decided to ask 

someone about the organization.  
He told me that they do good 

things for people and the commu-
nity, and they make good men 

better. I thought, òThis organiza-
tion is for meó. I was really excited 

about being a part of such a great 
world-wide organization. 

 
In January 1978, I joined North 

Chicago Lodge 1095, in North 
Chicago and was raised to Master 

Mason in April 1978. In June of 
that same year I was in Germany. 

You may have heard me talk 
about my lodge in Germany, Cor-

nerstone 836 in Wurzburg, where 
I was Junior and Senior Warden. 

In 1981 I was transferred back to 
the States before I could serve as 

Master of that wonderful lodge. 
Some twenty nine years later here 

I am, as the Worshipful Master of 

another wonderful lodge. 
 

Looking back, I see what we have 
done. In Germany, along with 

bringing in new members, we 
raised money to buy an x-ray ma-

chine for a senior citizens home, 
gave money to an orphanage so 

children could have a Christmas 

and held charitable dinners with 
raffles. Here in Downers Grove we 

give money for scholarships, con-
duct the Child Identification Pro-

gram and feed the police and 
firemen during the Heritage fest. I 

am once again really excited to be 

in the position with a team of 
Officers and Committee Chairmen 

in their new stations and places 
to continue the practice of this 

ancient craft of Masonry. 
 

This new Masonic year we are 
going to focus on what we stand 

for - which is friendship, morality, 
and brotherly love. The Officers 

and I are committed to continue 
to improve the Lodge with respect 

to the Craft, provide opportunities 
to make good men better and 

proactively involve our members, 
especially those who are new to 

Masonry and to our Lodge. Ma-
sonic Elements will be imple-

mented once a quarter and 
throughout the year we will have 

small educational talks at the 
beginning of Lodge.  We will work 

with the Eastern Star and the 
York Rite to have our Lodge activi-

ties, the  Picnic, Halloween party, 
Christmas Party, and our Easter 

Party, and maybe a few surprises 
to continue to  promote friend-

ship, and brotherhood in our 

lodge. 
 

We invited the Most Worshipful 
Grand Master to our November 

Stated Meeting so he can observe 
and participate in our salute to 

Veterans. We will invite others 
Lodges to join us. We want to 
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The old adage goes like this, ñIf 
you fail to plan, plan to failò.  
Over the past year, our new 
Worshipful Master has been 
busy planning for this year, his 
year.  He has talked to members 
of our Lodge, encouraged our 
older members to come back 
out to Lodge and asked the 
newer members what they are 
looking for from our Lodge.  He 
has made numerous visitations 
to other Lodges to see how they 
are running their Lodges and 
thought back on his earlier days 
in Lodges, here and overseas, 
remembering the excitement, 
fun and awe of Masonry. 
 
On Friday, June 18th WM Bob 
Anselmo addressed his Officers 
and Committee Chairmen and 
presented his Trestleboard.  His 
Trestleboard is a written docu-
ment which explains his vision 
of Grove Lodge and, in detail, 
lays out the goals and the activi-
ties necessary to achieve those 
goals.  It requires dedication 
from his Officers and gives 
Committee Chairmen the re-
sponsibility to research difficult 
issues and make informed rec-
ommendations.   
 
In an old Temple like Grove, 
with building issues, tenants, 
and appendant bodies, it is easy 
for a Master to get caught up in 
the day-to-day issues and ad hoc 
problems that arise.  Without a 
plan, his goals are often placed 
aside to address these current 
issues.  This Master is focused 
on the Masonry part of his re-

sponsibilities and will rely on his 
Committees to address and 
make recommendations on is-
sues under their province.  Not 
that these issues are not impor-
tant, but historically they have 
captured the energy of the Lodge 
to the detriment of the Breth-
ren.  Newer members are not 
looking for a memory club and 
another house to keep up - they 
are looking for that ñfurther 
lightò we keep telling them 
about.  We must address their 
needs.  
 
So WM Anselmo has developed 
a calendar for his year that bal-
ances the requirement for degree 
work to advance candidates with 
the need for Masonic fellowship 
and enlightenment.  It is an ag-
gressive plan.  It requires some 
redirection and concessions.  It 
also requires faith in his plan 
and in him and the trust that 
those who have accepted respon-
sibility will perform those tasks 
to the best of their ability.  Most 
of all it requires a commitment 
from all the Lodge members to 
the most important asset in our 
Lodge - our members.  We need 
to sustain an environment that 
will keep the newer Brothers 
excited about Freemasonry as 
they begin their journey while re
-invigorating our older members 
who may have pulled over to the 
side of the road on their jour-
ney.   
 
Our new Master is focused on 
the Brethren.  He has a plan to 
give us the best possibility of a 

successful year, providing the 
opportunity of understanding 
what Freemasonry offers to 
each member.  Yes, it requires 
some change and rededication.  
I ask you to support our Master 
and get involved to make 
Grove Lodge meaningful to 
every member.  Help us focus 
on what is really important.  
Remember, ñItôs all about the 
Brethrenò.       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Larry A. Getsoian  

Senior Warden 
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ò...the most 

important asset in 

our lodge ñ our 

members.ó 



 

 

TO WIT, This Thirteenth Day of June Twenty Hundred Ten A.D. Year of the 
Order 892,  we will begin a clothing drive to help provide clothing for the Vietnam War vets 

who have seen and been through it all, and reach out to the homeless.  It will be our mission 
to help provide the homeless people with adequate clothing for the winter.  We will start col-
lecting these garments immediately. We ask that only clean clothing be provided and we will 
accept items such as coats, pants, socks, gloves, scarves, hats, shirts, sweaters, etc.  We are 
hoping that other Lodges, Commanderies, and Chapters will join us as drop off locations.  Ad-
ditional information will be provided as this undertaking begins to form.  Any monetary dona-
tions are also accepted and will be used towards providing socks and undergarments.   
 
We will also be hosting a Christmas Libation this year, Wednesday, December 8, 2010.  We 
look forward to this event being the most festive than anything we have had in the past.  We 
would like to open this special occasion to the public, family and friends.  We will have re-
freshments one hour before the event consisting of coffee, tea, Eliõs cheesecake, along with 
other holiday desserts and treats.  We are hopeful that Richard and Becky Carnallõs daughter 
will be available to lead us in Christmas carols.   
 
We will be expanding on giving away Christmas trees free of charge once again this year.  (See 
accompanying letter).  We will be contacting the Christmas tree vendors in the area to donate 
Christmas trees that  can not be sold before Christmas.  This usually occurs 3 -4 days before 
Christmas and it is our hope that these vendors will donate them to us whereby we can pass 
them on to the public.  We will start looking for people in need before the time comes, so that 
we will be able to adequately provide trees before Christmas to places such as churches, 
smaller houses of worship, etc.  We are also open to other recommendations and referrals 
from other Masonic Lodges as well.   
 
We will be providing certificates of appreciation for outdoor Crèche of the Birth of Christ, rep-
resenting the true meaning of Christmas.  These certificates will be made available during the 
Christmas season.  Everyone should be aware of these and be an emissary to help pass these 
out and deliver them to the public  
 
These are just some of things.  All of these things and more can be done.  It is said that a 
chain is only as strong as its weakest link.  If we can band together and work together, we can 
all have a good time together.  It was once said to me, that no man walks alone.  I need you 

and I need your help .  
 

 
 
In his Faithfulness,  

Sir Knight Richard F. Rekash 
Eminent Commander  
Knights Templar  

Yo r k  R i t e  N e w s  

PROCLAMATION FROM THE COMMANDER  
OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 

TRINITY COMMANDERY #80 
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òNon nobis, Domine, non nobis, 

sed nomini tuo da gloriamó 



 

 

Certified Lodge Instructor, 

Grand Lecturer or Certified 

Lecturer.  It is also open to 

any member  who would like  

to come learn the work but 

not necessarily wants to get 

certified.  The school meets 

September through early May 

every Sunday from 11:00 - 

4:30.  The first Sunday in-

The Cook Lombardi Duck 

School (CLD School) special-

izes in Instruction in the Stan-

dard Ritual, Floorwork and 

Lectures as set down by the 

Board of Grand Examiners of 

Free and Accepted Masons of 

the State of Illinois.   It was 

established for members who 

would like to get certified as a 

structs the 1st degree, 2nd 

Sunday the 2nd Degree, 

Third Sunday the 3rd Degree 

first section and  the fourth 

Sunday deals with the 2nd 

section in the 3rd degree.  

The abbreviated summer 

schedule meets on the 2nd 

and 4th Sunday in July and 

August. 
Our ritual is the lifeõs blood of 

Freemasonry 

O f f i c e r s  

 2 0 1 0 / 2 0 1 1   

C o o k  L o m b a r d i  D u c k  S c h o o l  o f  M a s o n i c  

I n s t r u c t i o n  
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